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BECAUSE THERE ARE WORLDS ENOUGH, AND TIME, THERE IS:

XMESS 2006: SANTA AT THE GATES OF DAWN


(FOR SHORT SAY "XMESS")


KNOWN ALSO AS

"WAITING FOR HO-HO-HO (a compilation in which nothing happens, twice)."

Also answering to the names:


"A SAUCERFUL OF TINSEL";

"DARK SIDE OF THE YULE";

"WISH YOU WERE FESTIVE":

"JOURNEYS BY D-SLEIGH: 70 MINUTES OF CHRISTMAS"*;

and

"INSERT COMIC TITLE HERE."

To you we say:

WELCOME TO OUR SLEEVE NOTES!


COME IN, SIT DOWN, HAVE A WASSAIL CUP, IT'LL SOON PASS. THIS IS OUR McSWEENEY'S HOMAGE**


Believing in: OVER-INDULGENCE AS ITS OWN REWARD

Fearing:  WHAT DREAMS MAY COME
Eschewing: THE RECENT WORK OF TOM WAITS
Waiting for: SPIRITUALIZED TO RETURN TO FORM
Relying on: STRENGTH IN NUMBERS, PROVIDED THOSE NUMBERS ARE VERY, VERY SMALL
Hoping that: HAVING NO FRIENDS ON MYSPACE BECOMES A BADGE OF HONOUR

Striving for: PERFECTION THROUGH IDLENESS

Produced in collaboration with, and eventually to be hosted on: www.allmyvinyl.typepad.com

FOR AURAL USE ONLY

THINGS THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE REASONABLY EXPECTED TO BE ON THIS CD BUT, IN FACT, AREN'T:

Songs performed in their entirety by the band Pink Floyd, or any of the members of Pink Floyd, solo; Cover versions of Pink Floyd songs, excepting where they are in a bluegrass style, and wholly instrumental; The following 'traditional' Christmas songs – S.N., W.T.K., O.L.T.O.B., B.C., W.C.; Any songs by the following 'traditional' Christmas artists, themselves veterans of many a festive-themed compilation - Elvis P., Frank S., Nat ‘K.’ C., Slade; Any band (or artist) whose name (or surname) begins with the letters A, J-L (inc), N, Q, or T-Z (inc); intercepted cold-war radio broadcasts; chanteys, chansons or chalarimbides. [Adjust margins for better fit. {Leave this in for 'comic' effect}]

THINGS THAT YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE REASONABLY EXPECTED TO BE ON THIS CD BUT, IN FACT, ARE:

A cover version of the Buzzcock's classic, in a bossa-nova style; solo drumming by the frankly astonishing Chris Corsano (which precedes, or follows, 'Little Drummer Boy', I forget the order now, but do you see what I did there?); a disintegrating tape-loop, an unusual sound that is irreproducible by any other media, being a pre-recorded tape-loop left in a cupboard for many years, and now falling to pieces, played back as/until it falls apart, and strangely moving it is too; Daniel Kitson; Radiodread; combined samples of cows, teeth, roses, manure & Wittgenstein; the over-use of cheap computer-based effects processing (this item might appear in the above list, depending on interpretation – consider moving). 'Enjoy'.

HAVING SAID ALL THAT, AND ON THE ADVICE OF OUR LAWYERS, THE RATIO OF CHRISTMAS/NON-CHRISTMAS CONTENT HAS BEEN 'IMPROVED' THIS YEAR, TO REDRESS THE UNIVERSAL IMBALANCE CAUSED BY 2005'S VERITABLE DEARTH OF RELEVANT YULETIDE SONGS. NOTE USE OF ' ' MARKS TO AVOID ANY MISSAPREHENSION OF 'SINCERITY', E.G. 'ENJOY', INTENDED TO CONVEY SARCASM, BUT MORE LIKELY IMPLIES 1) FEAR OF EMOTIONAL CONTACT, AND 2) EGOTISTICAL SMART-ALECKERY.

OUR MOTTO:

"WE ARE, AFTER ALL, PROFESSIONALS"

_______________

CREATED IN DARKNESS, FACING BLANK WALL

*Some Christmassy contents may have settled in transit

** Issue one, for clarity. The term ‘rip-off’ may be substituted

Santa at the Gates of Dawn











